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PART A. GENERAL
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RULE 2

Responsibility

(a) Nothing in these Rules shall exonerate any vessel, or the owner, master or crew thereof, from the
consequences of any neglect to comply with these Rules or of the neglect of any precaution which may be
required by the ordinary practice of seamen, or by the special circumstances of the case.

(b) In construing and complying with these Rules due regard shall be had to all dangers of navigation
and collision and to any special circumstances, including the limitations of the vessels involved, which may
make a departure from these Rules necessary to avoid immediate danger.
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PART B. STEERING AND SAILING RULES

Section I. Conduct of vessels in any condition of visibility
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RULE 4

Application

Rules in this Section apply in any condition of visibility.
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RULE 5

Look-out

Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as well as
by all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and conditions so as to make
a full appraisal of the situation and of the risk of collision.
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RULE 6
Safe speed

Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take proper and effective action to avoid
collision and be stopped within a distance appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions.

In determining a safe speed the following factors shall be among those taken into account:
(@) By all vessels:
(i) the state of visibility;
(if) the traffic density including concentrations of fishing vessels or any other vessels;
(iii) the manoeuvrability of the vessel with special reference to stopping distance and turning ability in the
prevailing conditions;
(iv) at night the presence of background light such as from shore lights or from back scatter of her own lights;
(v) the state of wind, sea and current, and the proximity of navigational hazards;
(vi) the draught in relation to the available depth of water.
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RULE 6 (Cont'd)
FHIBI6[% (72781

(b) Additionally, by vessels with operational radar:

(i) the characteristics, efficiency and limitations of the radar equipment;

(if) any constraints imposed by the radar range scale in use;

(iii)the effect on radar detection of the sea state, weather and other sources of
interference;

(iv)the possibility that small vessels, ice and other floating objects may not be detected
by radar at an adequate range,

(v) the number, location and movement of vessels detected by radar;

(vi)the more exact assessment of the visibility that may be possible when radar is used
to determine the range of vessels or other objects in the vicinity.
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RULE 7
Risk of Collision

(a) Every vessel shall use all available means appropriate to the prevailing circumstances and conditions to
determine if risk of collision exists. If there is any doubt such risk shall be deemed to exist.
(b) Proper use shall be made of radar equipment if fitted and operational, including long-range scanning to
obtain early warning of risk of collision and radar plotting or equivalent systematic observation of detected objects.
(c) Assumptions shall not be made on the basis of scanty information, especially scanty radar information.
(d) In determining if risk of collision exists the following considerations shall be among those taken into
account:
(i) such risk shall be deemed to exist if the compass bearing of an approaching vessel does not
appreciably change;
(ii) such risk may sometimes exist even when an appreciable bearing change is evident, particularly
when approaching a very large vessel or a tow or when approaching a vessel at close range.
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RULE 8
Action to avoid collision

(@) Any action taken to avoid collision shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, be positive, made in
ample time and with due regard to the observance of good seamanship.

(b) Any alteration of course and/or speed to avoid collision shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, be
large enough to be readily apparent to another vessel observing visually or by radar; a succession of small
alterations of course and/or speed should be avoided.

(c) If there is sufficient sea room, alteration of course alone may be the most effective action to avoid a
close-quarters situation provided that it is made in good time, is substantial and does not result in another
close-quarters situation.

(d) Action taken to avoid collision with another vessel shall be such as to result in passing at a safe distance.
The effectiveness of the action shall be carefully checked until the other vessel is finally past and clear.
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RULE 8 (Cont'd)
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(e) If necessary to avoid collision or allow more time to assess the situation, a vessel shall slacken

her speed or take all way off by stopping or reversing her means of propulsion.

(F) (1) A vessel which, by any of these Rules, is required not to impede the passage or safe passage
of another vessel shall, when required by the circumstances of the case, take early action to
allow sufficient searoom for the safe passage of the other vessel.

(i) A vessel required not to impede the passage or safe passage of another vessel is not relieved
of this obligation if approaching the other vessel so as to involve risk of collision and shall,
when taking action, have full regard to the action which may be required by the Rules of this
Part.

(iii) A vessel the passage of which is not to be impeded remains fully obliged to comply with the
Rules of this Part when the 2 vessels are approaching one another so as to involve risk of
collision. (L.N. 365 of 1989)
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RULE 14
Head-on situation

(a) When 2 power-driven vessels are meeting on reciprocal or nearly reciprocal courses
so as to involve risk of collision each shall alter her course to starboard so that each shall pass on
the port side of the other.

(b) Such a situation shall be deemed to exist when a vessel sees the other ahead or nearly
ahead and by night she could see the masthead lights of the other in a line or nearly in a line
and/or both sidelights and by day she observes the corresponding aspect of the other vessel.

(c) When a vessel is in any doubt as to whether such a situation exists she shall assume
that it does exist and act accordingly.
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RULE 15
Crossing situation

When 2 power-driven vessels are crossing so as to involve risk of collision, the

vessel which has the other on her own starboard side shall keep out of the way and
shall, if the circumstances of the case admit, avoid crossing ahead of the other vessel.
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RULE 16
Action by give-way vessel

Every vessel which is directed to keep out of the way of another vessel shall, so
far as possible, take early and substantial action to keep well clear.
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RULE 17
Action by stand-on vessel

(@) (1) Where one of 2 vessels is to keep out of the way the other shall keep her course and speed.
(if) The latter vessel may however take action to avoid collision by her manoeuvre alone, as soon
as it becomes apparent to her that the vessel required to keep out of the way is not taking
appropriate action in compliance with these Rules.

(b) When, from any cause, the vessel required to keep her course and speed finds herself so close that
collision cannot be avoided by the action of the give-way vessel alone, she shall take such action as will best
aid to avoid collision.

(c) A power-driven vessel which takes action in a crossing situation in accordance with
paragraph (a)(ii) of this Rule to avoid collision with another power-driven vessel shall, if the circumstances
of the case admit, not alter course to port for a vessel on her own port side.

(d) This Rule does not relieve the give-way vessel of her obligation to keep out of the way.
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RULE 23
Power-driven vessels underway

(a) A power-driven vessel underway shall exhibit:
(i) a masthead light forward;
(i)a second masthead light abaft of and higher than the forward one; except that a vessel of less
than 50 m in length shall not be obliged to exhibit such light but may do so;
(iii) sidelights;
(iv) a sternlight.
(b) An air-cushion vessel when operating in the non-displacement mode shall, in addition to the
lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule, exhibit an all-round flashing yellow light.
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RULE 23 (Cont'd)
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(c) (i) A power-driven vessel of less than 12 m in length may in lieu of the lights prescribed in
paragraph (a) of this Rule exhibit an all-round white light and sidelights;

(i) a power-driven vessel of less than 7 m in length whose maximum speed does not exceed 7
knots may in lieu of the lights prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule exhibit an all-round
white light and shall, if practicable, also exhibit sidelights;

(ili) the masthead light or all-round white light on a power-driven vessel of less than 12 m in
length may be displaced from the fore and aft centreline of the vessel if centreline fitting is
not practicable, provided that the sidelights are combined in one lantern which shall be
carried on the fore and aft centreline of the vessel or located as nearly as practicable in the
same fore and aft line as the masthead light or the all-round white light.
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RULE 34
Manoeuvring and warning signals

(a) When vessels are in sight of one another, a power-driven vessel underway, when manoeuvring as authorized or
required by these Rules, shall indicate that manoeuvre by the following signals on her whistle:

-- one short blast to mean "I am altering my course to starboard";
-- 2 short blasts to mean "I am altering my course to port";
-- 3 short blasts to mean "I am operating astern propulsion™.

(b) Any vessel may supplement the whistle signals prescribed in paragraph (a) of this Rule by light signals,
repeated as appropriate, whilst the manoeuvre is being carried out:

(i) these light signals shall have the following significance:
-- one flash to mean "I am altering my course to starboard";
-- 2 flashes to mean "I am altering my course to port";

-- 3 flashes to mean "I am operating astern propulsion”;
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RULE 34 (Cont'd)
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(b) (ii) the duration of each flash shall be about one second, the interval between flashes shall be about one
second, and the interval between successive signals shall be not less than 10 seconds;
(iii)the light used for this signal shall, if fitted, be an all-round white light, visible at a minimum range
of 5 miles, and shall comply with the provisions of Annex | to these Regulations.
(c) When in sight of one another in a narrow channel or fairway:
(i) a vessel intending to overtake another shall in compliance with Rule 9(e)(i) indicate her intention by
the following signals on her whistle:
-- 2 prolonged blasts followed by one short blast to mean "I intend to overtake you on your starboard
side";
-- 2 prolonged blasts followed by 2 short blasts to mean "I intend to overtake you on your port side™;
(i1) the vessel about to be overtaken when acting in accordance with Rule 9(e)(i) shall indicate her
agreement by the following signal on her whistle:
-- one prolonged, one short, one prolonged and one short blast, in that order.
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RULE 34 (Cont'd)
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(d) When vessels in sight of one another are approaching each other and from any cause
either vessel fails to understand the intentions or actions of the other, or is in doubt whether
sufficient action is being taken by the other to avoid collision, the vessel in doubt shall
immediately indicate such doubt by giving at least five short and rapid blasts on the whistle.
Such signal may be supplemented by a light signal of at least 5 short and rapid flashes.

(e) A vessel nearing a bend or an area of a channel or fairway where other vessels may be
obscured by an intervening obstruction shall sound one prolonged blast. Such signal shall be
answered with a prolonged blast by any approaching vessel that may be within hearing around
the bend or behind the intervening obstruction.

(F) If whistles are fitted on a vessel at a distance apart of more than 100 m, one whistle
only shall be used for giving manoeuvring and warning signals.
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RULE 36
Signals to attract attention

If necessary to attract the attention of another vessel any vessel may make light or sound
signals that cannot be mistaken for any signal authorized elsewhere in these Rules, or may direct
the beam of her searchlight in the direction of the danger, in such a way as not to embarrass any
vessel. Any light to attract the attention of another vessel shall be such that it cannot be mistaken
for any aid to navigation. For the purpose of this Rule the use of high intensity intermittent or
revolving lights, such as strobe lights, shall be avoided.
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Annex 1
Positioning and technical details of lights and shapes

9. Horizontal sectors

(@) (i)

(1)

7
@0)

(1)

"k

In the forward direction, sidelights as fitted on the vessel shall show the minimum required
intensities. The intensities shall decrease to reach practical cut-off between 1° and 3°
outside the prescribed sectors.

For sternlights and masthead lights and at 22.5° abaft the beam for sidelights, the minimum
required intensities shall be maintained over the arc of the horizon up to 5° within the limits
of the sectors prescribed in Rule 21. From 5° within the prescribed sectors the intensity may
decrease by 50% up to the prescribed limits; it shall decrease steadily to reach practical
cut-off at not more than 5° outside the prescribed sectors.
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Annex 1 (Cont'd)
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9. Horizontal sectors

(b)(i) All-round lights shall be so located as not to be obscured by masts, topmasts or structures
within angular sectors of more than 6° , except anchor lights prescribed in Rule 30, which need

not be placed at an impracticable height above the hull. (L.N. 486 of 1995)
(if) If it is impracticable to comply with sub-subparagraph (i) by exhibiting only one all-round
light, two all-round lights shall be used suitably positioned or screened so that they appear, as

far as practicable, as one light at a distance of one mile. (L.N. 486 of 1995)
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